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Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British Museum:—Corinth,
Colonies of Corinth, &c. By BARCLAY V. HEAD, D.C.L., Ph.D.
edited by K. S. POOLE, LL.D. London, 1889. 8vo.
A VALUABLE contribution to the British Museum Catalogue, giving full scope for
Mr. Head's well-known mastery in dealing with long and uniform series of coins,
such as those of Boeotia, Attica and Ephesus. The work is very fully illustrated
by thirty-nine autotype plates, and Mr. Head has written a most interesting
Introduction (pp. xvi—lxviii) which may here be, in part, summarized. The
difficulty of arranging the Corinthian coinage chronologically arises from the
uniformity of its type (Pegasos and the head of Pallas) throughout the fifth, fourth
and third centuries. Period I. B.c. 650—500. Corinth, as a great trading city,
doubtless began to coin early like Athens and Aegina, and its first coinage (obv.
Pegasus, rev. Aeginetan incuse) perhaps belongs to the time of Cypselus. This is
succeeded about the beginning of the sixth century by coins of flat fabric with the
Swastica pattern—found especially on vases of the same century—on the reverse.
The weight-standard of Corinth is the Euboic, but the stater (weight 135 grains)
is divided by three and not by two. I t is noteworthy that the Aeginetan half-
stater or drachm of forty-eight grains was practically interchangeable with the
Corinthian third-stater or drachm of forty-five grains. Period II. B.C. 500-431,
The introduction of Pallas as a type takes place, to judge by style, about 500.
Period B.C. 431-400 is the period of early fine art. Period IV. B.C. 400-338.
Corinth is now the chief silver-coining state in Greece and her staters are abund-
ant. The female head—that of Aphrodite and perhaps of some other goddesses—
on the drachms and half-drachms is treated with much variety. The staters bear
a symbol, probably a magistrate's signet. Period V. B.C. 400—243. Initials
begin to appear as well as symbols. As the symbol is often varied while the initial
remains constant, it may be inferred that ' the magistrate who signs his name is
the superior magistrate and that the symbol...stands for mint-officials of lower
rank who were replaced at frequent intervals.' The coins of this period are
catalogued alphabetically, but in the Introduction (p. xxv. ff.) Mr. Head
proposes a chronological arrangement. In B.C. 243 Corinth was freed from
Macedonian rule by Aratus, and it then probably ceased to strike coins except those
of the Achaean Federal type. The bronze coinage of Corinth—like that of
Athens—begins about B.C. 400. Of Corinth as a Roman Colony, from B.C. 46 to
the time of Galba, there is a series of bronze coins bearing the name of Duoviri,
the chief annual magistrates of the place. These names have often been read
erroneously on badly-preserved coins, and some, even after Mr. Head's corrections,
remain doubtful. The position of the Duoviri is discussed, p. xxviii. ff. The
exceptionally interesting Imperial Coinage of Corinth (cp. Imhoof and Gardner,
Numismatic Commentary on Pausanias) ends in the time of Geta. The second part
of the Introduction deals with the money of the colonies of Corinth, and of those
localities that for commercial reasons adopted the Corinthian coin-types.
W. W.
The ' Horsemen ' of Tarentum. A. J. EVANS. London, 1889.
THIS paper (of 242 pp. and 11 plates) is mostly a reprint from the Numismatic
Chronicle. We briefly notice it, contrary to our custom in such cases, on account
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of its very great importance. The 'Horsemen' are the well-known staters of
Tarentum, bearing a horseman as type. The abundant coinage of Tarentum has
never hitherto been classed in a satisfactory way. Mr. Evans has succeeded in so
interweaving it with the history of the city, and so closely fixing the dates of its
issues by the study of types, inscriptions, and the evidence of finds, that he has
produced what must be regarded as a grammar of Tarentine archaeology. It is
the first time, if we exclude Rome, that the numismatic history of an Italian city
has been thoroughly and scientifically worked out, but no doubt now other cities
will follow. From the general archaeological point of view, perhaps the most
important results of the work are two. First we are now furnished with a series
of representations of the horse reaching in uninterrupted succession from the
Persian wars to the time of Hannibal, each specimen dated within narrow limits,
and hundreds of them of admirable design. Secondly, Mr. Evans maintains, and
appears to prove, that the great majority of the coins of Tarentum are signed by
the artists who made the dies for them: thus our list of Greek artists will be
greatly lengthened. P. G.
(1.) Griechische Geschichte bis zur Schlacht bei Chaironeia, von DR.
GEOEG BUSOLT. 2 Teil.
(2.) Griechische Geschichte, von ADOLPH HOLM. 2ter Band.
THOSE who are acquainted with the first instalment of Dr. Busolt's learned work
will welcome heartily this second part, in which they will find all the difficult
questions connected with the Persian Wars and the Athenian supremacy discussed
carefully and impartially in the light of all the most recent results of literary
criticism and of archaeological research.
To take one instance out of many that might illustrate the use Dr. Busolt
makes of archaeological discoveries : we may notice that a propos of the appeal
made by Arkesilaos of Cyrene to the Samians for help against Persia, he points to
the measure by which, in the middle of the fifth century, the Cyreneans aban-
boned the Euboic for the Rhodian standard of coinage, and facilitated thereby their
trade relations with Samos. The use of archaeological material by Dr. Busolt is
of importance in the part of his history which treats of Sicilian affairs, and yet
more so in that which describes the subsequent relations of Athens with her allies
and tributaries. In the use of the literary sources Dr. Busolt has no sympathy
with any attempts to diminish the authority of Herodotus. He has not much
trust in statements which are supposed to come from Epborus, and does not
follow the chronology of Diodorus. Among the points as to which Busolt's
insight or his caution leads him to differ from other modern historians may be
remarked his opinion as to the settlement of Messenians in Naupactus by Talmides
after his expedition round the Peloponnesus, which he regards as a pure fiction of
Ephorus ; his refusal to allow the existence of vofj.o(j>vXaKes as a part of the Athenian
constitution before the Macedonian supremacy ; and his defence of the character of
Aspasia, the wife of Pericles. Dr. Busolt has, we may remark, entirely rearranged
the chronological sequence of events for a great part of the Pentacontetia. It is
to be regretted that the arrangement of the work,—with digressions on sources
prefixed to each section and copious footnotes—is not such as to make reference
always easy.
